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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
By Constance Anderson 

Today the Lake City Historical Society con-
tinues to honor a past established by communi-
ty folks from long ago.  Our purpose as written 
is “to collect, preserve and disseminate 
knowledge about the history of Lake City and 
the area.” 

I recently read an article in the January, 
2018, issue of Rochester Magazine titled “Lost 
Rochester.” Highlighted Rochester “losses” 
were Florence Lake, a sanitorium, two rail lines 
and the poor farm.  My thoughts transitioned 
to “lost Lake City”: our  train stop and vintage 
depot, opera house, movie theatre,  root beer 
stand, inner harbor ice skating rink, swim beach 
--to name just a few.  

Some “loss” can be written off as progress 
and labor-saving efficiency:  the gasoline engine 
retired the horse and buggy and the harness 
maker and blacksmith with them.   Other losses 
were more painful and nostalgic. In towns like 
Lake City, opera houses gave way to movie the-
aters, and movie theaters gave way to televi-
sion.   

Picture post cards of local scenes from dis-
tant decades remind us of the enduring beauty 
of our magnificent Lake Pepin and the reason 
why people have come from near and far—first 
by horse and buggy, then by steamship, train, 
auto and bus-- to see for themselves the vista 
we enjoy year-round.   

Some of these cards from earlier times 
capture the scene of my own childhood on “the 
beach” near Ohuta Park where I enjoyed sum-
mer swim lessons, plunged down the big slide, 
and bravely swam out to the diving platforms. 
Swimmers had to prove their ability to a life-
guard in a row boat between the platforms. 
Large cottonwood trees offered us a cooling 
umbrella and space for socializing.  Invariably 
the sight of water skiers would remind us that          

                              (Continued on Page 2.) 

Our Times:  Lake City in History 

Published by The Lake City Historical Society, Lake City, MN     ■     June, 2018    ■   $1.00 for Non-Members (Suggested) 

Remembering The Terrace: 

Fine Dining and Dancing 
For people who were part of Lake City for the three decades between 

1947 and 1967, nothing occupies more of the pleasant spaces in their 

memory banks than the Terrace Café.  First dates.  Birthdays and anniver-

saries.  Proposals and wedding celebrations.  Company dinners when bo-

nuses were handed out. Dad and daughter nights. Fine dining, name bands, 

and the aura of elegance that greeted a cross-section of locals and people 

who flocked in from The Cities, Wisconsin and Iowa.  Sharing the same space 

were factory floor workers, farm families, city officials, merchants, superin-

tendents and teachers, doctors and nurses, bankers, publishers, lawyers and 

teens sipping Shirley Temples. 

 

Here are some factoids: 

⌂ Owners J. E. (Jack) Lowrie and E. J. 

Wilson put $200,000 into building and 

equipping the Terrace, more than $2.6 

million in today’s dollars. 

⌂ The business was purchased in 

1960 by Mrs. Clyde Olson and Dale 

Vossler, who continued to operate it as 

the Terrace until 1967, when it was sold 

to the Anchor Inn chain.   

⌂ The structure was bulldozed in 

2003 and motorists who venture down 

Terrace Road off Highway 61 a mile south 

of town will see Valley Craft on the right 

and a slight rise of rubble on the left 

where the once grand night club had stood. 

⌂ With a capacity for 500 diners at a sitting, opening night on April 15, 

1947, attracted 1,000 from a three-state area who sought to be served.  Even-

tually, they all were. 

⌂ In terms of payroll and purchasing, the Terrace was a major Lake City 

industry. The wait staff was exclusively women, some still in high school, 

others married with children who were supplementing their families’ in-

comes with part-time work.   

⌂ The name was derived from the dining room layout of five terraces, 

the top one four feet above the dance floor. 

⌂ George Olson, a Lincoln High School senior at the time, painted origi-

nal murals of local river scenes to adorn the Marine Room bar.  He used the 

money for university training and went on to a career of teaching art at the 

college level.  

⌂ Lowrie, also a pilot familiar with the day’s technological advances, 

incorporated the best of available innovations.  Heating and ventilating were 

united with an air conditioning system that filtered the air twice and added 
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one of our own, Ralph Samuelson, 
had invented the sport in 1922 not 
far from our sheltering cottonwoods. 

By the way, a “looping” video of 
historic post cards can be seen at 
the Society’s mini-museum at the 
Pearl Button Co., 226 South Wash-
ington Street. 

Deciding just how our lakeshore 
should be developed and managed 
has been a constant concern 
throughout our history and contin-
ues to be a priority.  Success in deci-
sion-making depends on all of us 
being well-informed, mutually re-
spectful, and mindful of what honors 
our heritage. 

The Lake City Historical Society 
is active in many different ways: 

→ Production of two DVDs, a 
sequel to its earlier “Famous Names 
of Lake City” and one on Ralph Sam-
uelson. 

→ Cleaning the gravestones of 
early settlers. 

→ Development of the city’s 
Heritage Tree Trail. 

→ Maintaining the Pearl Button 
mini-museum, where items relating 
to city history are for sale. 

→ Managing an artifact collec-
tion on display in the second floor 
ballroom of City Hall, open to visi-
tors from 8:30 to 4 Monday through 
Friday.  

→ Mounting a newly created 
historical display at the new Cham-
ber of Commerce location on the 
corner of Lakeshore Drive and Lyon 
Avenue. 

→ Meeting on the fourth Tues-
day of every month at 2 p.m. (check 
website for possible changes) in the 
second floor conference room of 
City Hall. Anyone may attend. We 
are looking for new members who 
can bring their past experience and 
skills to our objective of “preserving 
yesterday’s memories for today.” 

More Than a Bunch of “Stuff” 

    By Constance Anderson 
 The Lake City Historical Society has long been the keeper of “stuff”--relevant, in-

teresting and not so much so.  Through the years massive amounts of items have been 

donated by thoughtful persons wanting to pass on their stuff about Lake City and other 

places because the stuff needed a home.  The result is that our collection began to lose 

its stated mission of being about Lake City and the surrounding area.   

The past couple of years a sub-committee of the  Historical Society called Collec-

tions has undertaken a task to refine the collection.  Current members include Don 

Schwartz, Eloise Blattner, John Albright, and Constance Anderson. Items are reviewed 

and discussed for the relevance to Lake City, the area, state or world history.  We also 

consider if we have the ability to appropriately store and exhibit items so as to honor 

their unique qualities. 

Our Society has received wide appreciation because of our selective transferring of 

items to other county or state historical groups. The items passed on have enriched their 

collections.  We sent a North Dakota museum a brick and wood chunk that was part of 

former President Theodore Roosevelt's home. The state of Montana benefitted from a 

stone tool collection of native artifacts specific to their area tribal culture. The Minnesota 

State Historical Society was given a number of our duplicate photos.  Other state and 

county museums also received photos, books and maps for their collections.  At times, 

with donors’ authorization, we sell items and apply the proceeds to our special projects.  

The Lake City Historical Society does not, by policy, purchase artifacts.  

The Collections sub-committee collaborates with area and state history experts to 

assess objects.  We keep meticulous records of what we have accepted and a collections 

policy is in place to guide our decisions with regard to accepting artifacts or advising on 

more appropriate recipients.  Potential donors with questions are requested to contact 

Secretary Don Schwartz at 612-889-0942. 

County Once Had 

44 Post Offices 

There were once 44 post offices 

in Wabasha county, with the first one 

being established in Reads Landing in 

1850. In 1848, a post office was 

opened at Nelson’s Landing in Chip-

pewa county, Wisconsin, and it was 

moved to Wabasha in 1854. 

Some early communities in the 

county have simply disappeared.  

There were once post offices in For-

rest Mound, Gopher Prairie, Inde-

pendence, Old Abe and Smithfield, 

but their locations are buried deep in 

local history.  

Other communities bear altered 

or different names altogether. Ham-

mond was once known as Hammonds-

ford; Theilman was Theilmanton.  

Centerville became Plainview.  

The Lake City post office was es-

tablished on Oct. 4, 1856.  Harvey 

Williamson was appointed postmaster 

and the mail operation was part of his 

store at 301 South Washington Street. 

The office moved several times before 

settling in at 102 East Lyon Street in 

1873. The next move came in 1916, 

when it was removed to the newly-

built “Government Building,” its loca-

tion today.  

Friday, Oct. 13, 1871, introduced 

mail delivery to Lake City by railroad, 

which brought to a close the era of 

transport by stagecoach and steam-

boat. Parcel post service began in 

1913. William Gibbs, a local druggist, 

was the first Lake City user. 

In a paragraph that begs for fur-

ther explanation,  it was reported that 

in 1838 “and for some time thereafter, 

Joseph Buisson, Sr., carried the mails 

(sic) on foot from Prairie du Chien to 

Fort Snelling, a distance of 204 miles, 

making the trip in 14 days.” Modern 

readers might ask: Were horses on 

strike?  Did he walk both ways?—

Adapted from  Nov. 14, 1968, Graphic 

article.  
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History of the Lake City-Frontenac Airfield 
pilot associated with Freeman, agreed to fly passenger flights 

during the local July 4th celebrations. Flight reservations were 

taken by E.P. Swenson of Lake City. 

In November, 1933, Lake City agreed to build an airport 

with federal grant monies, and Jewell Nursery ceded its air-

field to the city for $1 a year. Construction began in December 

with the land being graded, leveled, and drained.  Two run-

ways were approved initially, and a third was approved be-

fore year’s end. Landing lights were planned. 

But as quickly as the project started, work was suspended 

in February, 1934, pending an engineering review of other 

potential airport sites in the state. At the time, Lake City was 

the only site where work had begun. Seventy-seven workers 

were laid off.  

Northwest Airways, later Northwest Airlines, had a route 

between Chicago and the Twin Cities.  The flight path took the 

aircraft over Lake City at a point where their descent into the 

Cities began.  This was the reason behind designating the 

local facility as an emergency landing field.  

In 1938, National Airmail Week was in its 20th anniversary 

year.  Carl Matthias Wise devised a rubber stamp to use on all 

airmail letters leaving Lake City the week of May 15.  The goal 

was to have every resident participate.  

(Continued on Page 3.)  

By Andru Peters 
(This article draws on a much longer work of re-

search by the author, who gathered information from 

the Graphic-Republican and Graphic newspapers 

from 1929-1965.  Peters also credits the family of the 

late Jack Lowrie for details of his contributions to lo-

cal aviation as a pilot, trainer and passenger carrier.)  

In the 1890s, before the 1903 success of the Wright broth-

ers at Kitty Hawk, Col. Jeptha Garrard of Frontenac experi-

mented with flying.  He designed an apparatus that combined 

a parachute and umbrella in attempts to soar over Lake Pepin.  

In 1929, Eugene and Francis McCahill funded an airway 

marker. The name “Lake City” was painted in 20-foot high 

letters on the roof of Herron Chevrolet Company’s garage 

located on Main Street (now Lakeshore Drive).   

In the early 1930s, the Jewell Nursery Co. established a 

private airfield near Frontenac Station and named it 

“Underwood Airport” for its president, R. D. Underwood. In 

February 1931, E.B. Freeman, formerly from Lake City and an 

authorized agent for Stinson Aircraft of Minneapolis, visited 

the Underwood installation to look at the approaches as a first 

step in evaluating its potential as a public airfield.  In July, 

1931, as part of the continuing field evaluation, K.J. Fowler, a 

History of the Gardenaire  

Garden Club: 2004 
 

By Ann Nibbe 
 

The Gardenaire Garden Club began in 2004.  There were 

two other garden clubs in Lake City at the time: Bittersweet and 

Rose. Several of our current members expressed an interest in 

starting another club and this was encouraged by the Bitter-

sweet Club since the other clubs had reached their maximum 

membership.  

After much discussion and direction, the Gardenaire Gar-

den Club came into being in October and a constitution was 

drawn up and ratified at the November meeting.  The members 

discussed a motto and decided on one proposed by Robert 

Wolff: “Though none of us extraordinaire/And far from being a 

millionaire/Happy to be a Gardenaire.” 

Next the club created the Mission Statement: “To foster 

good gardening through mutual encouragement and through 

available supportive resources.” 

Bonnie Fuhrman, who was instrumental in organizing the 

group and guiding it through its initial phase, was elected as 

the first president.  Bob Wolff was voted in as secretary and 

Debbie White as treasurer. It was decided to limit membership 

to a maximum of 24 active members.  Membership was open to 

the public and those joining by April of 2005 would be consid-

ered charter members.  The club met in members’ homes, the 

high school, or local churches and had a planned program or 

speaker once a month. During seasons when tours could be 

held, the club would tour gardens nearby and in the general 

area.  

Now the club was off to a great start. The original member-

ship included Kris Anderson, Lucille Anderson, Bonnie Fuhr-

man, Char Gnotke, Sandy Hudson, Shelby Johnson, Vicki 

Krage, Nancy Malcolmson, Carolyn Radcliff, Mike and Karen 

Schulenberg, Char Svihel, Debbie White, Helen Willers, and 

Bob and Dianne Wolff. 

The club was instrumental in creating many of the swags to 

decorate the downtown for Christmas in 2005. Some of the oth-

er activities include plant sales, making corsages for the Care 

Center, planting some of the public urns, supporting Winterfest 

and Johnny Appleseed Days activities, and decorating the city 

entrances in the fall. The club also wrote a grant for the Minne-

sota Horticultural Society’s Garden in a Box Program. We now 

have four gardens in Lake City.  

Today’s active members are Lucille Anderson, Peggy 

Berg, Pat Blum, Liz Enger, Lorie Fischer, Bonnie Fuhrman, Char 

Gnotke (treasurer), Kathy Herron, Tess Holmstadt (co-chair), 

Cheryl Luettinger, Julie Makoutz, Carole Moore, Ann Nibbe, 

Dawn Panther (co-chair), Jan Prenger, Lori Roschen, Barb 

Schmidt (secretary), Lea Sexton, Sue Solheid, Debbie White 

and Helen Willers.  Communication is handled by Bonnie Fuhr-

man and Kathy Herron. Ann Nibbe puts our book together and 

we have a planning committee to set up our year’s activities.  

From March through December, monthly meetings are 

held on the second Tuesday.  We schedule speakers who can 

inform us of current trends in gardening and educate us on best 

planning methods.  We invited the public when Chris Schad 

spoke to the group about bees last year.  



■  Lake City Historical Society Newsletter No. 11, Page 4 ■ 

Funding problems then began to threaten small town air-

fields across the nation. On May 19, 1947, the Red Wing city 

council rejected a proposal for a joint airport operation in 

Frontenac with Lake City. Red Wing officials said the 

Frontenac field was “too far” from Red Wing and added that 

having to cross the railroad tracks for access was a “danger.”  

It then approved $104,000 for improvements to the Hager City 

field.  Activity at the Lake City field came to a halt soon after-

wards. 

1911 Marks First Landing Here 
On October 18, 1911, not even a decade after the Wright 

Brothers made history at Kitty Hawk, the first airplane Lake 

Citians had ever seen in their own backyard descended to a 

landing on Lake Pepin.  At the controls of the Curtiss Pusher 

floatplane was Hugh Robinson, already widely known across 

America as a danger-be-damned aviator and technical inno-

vator.   

He had taken off from Lake Calhoun the day before and 

would land at various points along the river route to New Orle-

ans, a daring “first-time-ever” mission financed by Minneap-

olis, St. Louis, Memphis, New Orleans and smaller communi-

ties in between.  Between $15,000 and $20,000 was needed to 

cover expenses, but sponsors’ enthusiasm waned because 

towns wanted to know when to turn out their citizens to see the 

plane land and Robinson was at the mercy of wind and weath-

er.   

Robinson was four days behind the planned schedule 

when he took off, and by the time he reached Rock Island, 

Illinois, on October 21 a number of sponsors had backed away 

from their commitments.  He abandoned the mission, at that 

point having covered only 375 of the full distance of 1,917 

miles.  Before it ended, however, he had entertained the folks 

in Red Wing, Lake City, Wabasha, Winona and LaCrosse, 

among others.  

Frontenac-Lake City Airfield 

(Continued from Page 3.) 

In January, 1940, the Lake City airport was designated as 

an emergency landing airfield by the Civil Aeronautics Author-

ity (CAA).  The mowed grass airfield had an east-west 4,400 ft. 

runway and a 2,500 ft. north-south runway.  The field was 

equipped with border lights, a flasher light, and windsocks.  

Weather balloons were launched to calculate cloud altitudes. 

The field was manned “24/7” by attendants W. V. Hixon, R.C. 

Fevre, Roy L. Messmore, and J.C. MacAdam. 

Frontenac airfield in 1940 was one of the best emergency 

landing fields in the country.  Its weather observatory, manned 

around the clock in three shifts, reported wind velocity, direc-

tion, visibility, and temperature.  

Shortly after the start of World War II, on December 11, 

1941, the airport was closed to the public as a precaution 

against sabotage. Troops from Company E of Red Wing stood 

guard on a 24-hour basis.   

In  1942 the Airplane Spotting Service was established un-

der the auspices of the Minnesota Adjutant General.  Civilian 

spotters were trained to watch for hostile aircraft.  They were 

mostly local women between the ages of 19 and 35. Each town-

ship had at least nine observers who worked in pairs as chief 

spotter and alternate spotter.  

In September 1944, H. C. Gleason of the CAA appeared 

before the Lake City Chamber of Commerce board to float a 

plan for the city to take over the airport with the CAA agreeing 

to maintain the weather bureau and communication station.  

On October 7, 1945, the Lake City airport was dedicated 

on the site of the former Frontenac airport.  The field at dedica-

tion time had three runways, a north-south of 2,470 feet, north-

west-southeast at 4,420 feet, and east-west at 3,000 feet. Thou-

sands of people attended the event.  

Lowrie Prominent in Local Aviation 
Although probably better remembered by “old timers” in Lake City as owner of the famed Terrace supper club, Jack Lowrie (b. 

1905, d. 1999) was in earlier days a prominent figure in local aviation as a daring pilot, flying school proprietor, and passenger ser-

vice operator.  His base of operations was the Frontenac-Lake City airfield located off Territorial Road about 3 miles southwest of 

Frontenac Station. 

Rumored to have once flown beneath the bridge linking Minneso-

ta to Wisconsin at Wabasha, his well-recorded feat of daring heroics 

came during a snow storm in 1944 when a B-24 hoping to make an 

emergency landing at the Frontenac strip instead crashed through the 

ice-covered lake and exploded near Maple Springs south of Lake City.   

Hoping that rescue was still possible, Lowrie immediately took to 

the air in stormy conditions and circled low over the crash site. In an 

effort to make himself heard by responders on the ground, he opened 

the cockpit and cut the engines as he shouted instructions.  However, 

none of the three aboard the military aircraft survived. 

At one point in the mid-40s, Lowrie announced plans for flights 

that could carry up to 21 passengers at a time from Lake City to San 

Francisco or Los Angles in 10 hours for $100 each.  The plane would 

return from West Coast cities where troops were being discharged 

and fly them to any point in the U.S.  Lowrie’s Mid-Cities Aviation be-

came involved a year later in a government contract pairing the Lake 

City and Hager City, WI, fields in a program to teach flying to former 

servicemen.  Plans called for as many as 100 training aircraft at both 

fields.  Hangar and offices, Lake City Airport, mid-1940s.  
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Patton Scholarships: a 72-Year Tradition 
 

Since 1946, philanthropists George and Mary Patton have 

been behind awards going to graduating Lincoln High students 

who have demonstrated outstanding scholastic proficiency.  

There have been 144 recipients, usually two each year, and the 

checks have ranged from $25 in the early years to $3,500 cur-

rently.  

George Patton was descended from a Lake City pioneer of 

the same name who arrived in 1856 and built an imposing home 

on land that became the town’s most prominent park, named in 

his honor in 1948. The family’s wealth derived from the mercan-

tile business, and a generous portion of it was passed on by the 

family to our library, hospital and the promotion of education. 

Before his death in 1955, “descendant” George set up the 

initial award informally with letters to the school expressing his 

wishes. His wife Mary followed up to increase the amount of the 

awards and make them sustainable. The portfolio underlying 

the endowment at the time included Bethlehem Steel, Freeport 

Sulphur, General Electric, IBM, RCA and J.C. Penney.  The trust 

is managed by Wells Fargo Bank of Minneapolis. 

Students are selected for the honor by a committee whose 

members’ names remain anonymous.  By stipulation, the com-

mittee only considers students who have been chosen for the 

National Honor Society.  Today, in addition to the cash award, 

each winner receives a plaque. In the ear-

ly years, a sterling silver medallion bear-

ing Mr. Patton’s portrait accompanied the 

cash award.  

Recipients over the years : 

2018: Ariana Carlson, Tanner Frank. 

2017: Olivia Matzke, Riley Pennington,         

 Garry Schaal. 

2016: AnnElise Ender, Ryan Hanson. 

2015: Rebecca Goertzen, Alexander Schim

 beno. 

2014: Melinda Holmstadt, Reid Lindell. 

2013: Carston Dammann, Allison Harvey. 

2012: Chelsie Wohlers, Justin Siewert. 

2011: Hunter Hawthorne, Carley Siewert. 

2010: Zachary Johnson, Kathryn Loppnow. 

2009: Christopher Haessig, Megan 

 Roschen. 

2008: Megan Coyle, Zachariah Loppnow. 

2007: Daniel Balm, Amy Vaith. 

2006: Jered Bright, Kathryn Holahan. 

2005: Srdjan Milosavljevic, Gwen Siewert. 

2004: Mitchell Hoeft, Shannon Koenig. 

2003: Kevin Denn, Amanda Featherstone. 

2002: Evan Pierson, Natalie Rigelman. 

2001: Angela Holmstadt, Andrew Tackman. 

2000: Carie Fuhrman, Son Ha Dinh. 

1999: Ellen Fausch, Noah Schumacher. 

1998: Allison Crandall, Allan Huis. 

1997: Aaron Kennedy, Sarah Moechnig. 

1996: Kathleen Dudley, Cory Schumacher. 

1995: James Blaha, Angela Sikkink. 

1994: Adam Herron, Mary Kiennert. 

1993: Michael McIntire, Wanda Miller. 

1992: Jana Klindworth, Jeremy Tomforde. 

1991: Bac Hoang, Maria Radermacher. 

1990: Nicole Link, Paul Schad. 

1989: William McElmury, Jolene Peters. 

1988: John Hollman, Stephanie Shimp. 

1987: Karin Dahling, Blake Tiedeman. 

1986: Wayne Keeran, Risa Loppnow. 

1985: Lisa Jane Blee, Todd Marvin Howatt. 

1984: Heidi Brommer, Andrew Wittenborg. 

1983: Paula Heise, Douglas Moechnig. 

1982: Judy Kay McNee, Grant Voth. 

1981: Amy Heise, Brent Parrish. 

1980: Charlotte Guest, Glen Alan Roberson.  

1979: Jean Henning, Bradley Johnson. 

1978: Mary Miller, Mark Steffenhagen. 

1977: Diane Herzig, Charles Yetter. 

1976: Carol Eggenberger, Douglas Tackmann. 

1975: Michael Kennedy, Leah Yotter. 

1974: Rick Dison, Jane Kirkwood. 

1973: Don McNee, Pamela Starz. 

1972: Joni Kieffer, Daniel Neubert. 

1971: Jean Baker, Steve Swagger. 

1970: Judy Michelson, Bruce Schumacher. 

1969: Constance Hanson, Bradley Stengel. 

1968: Irmgard Goede, Jerry Hanson. 

1967: Sheila Glynn, Gene Olson. 

1966: Kathryn Anderson, Steve Henning. 

1965: James Carlson, Judith Possehl. 

1964: Diane Clare, David Meyers. 

1963: Faye Krogh, Lyle Peters. 

1962: Barry Gisslen, Marlene Moechnig. 

1961: Suzanne Meyers, Kerwin Siewert. 

1960: Dana Bluhm, Patrick Finney. 

1959: David Anderson, Karen Pearson. 

1958: David Britton, Sandra Wiebusch. 

1957: John Moechnig, Shirley Schacht. 

1956: Richard Butler, Adair McDonald. 

1955: Mary Gludt, Bill Rill. 

1954: George Olson, Patricia Severson. 

1953: Mary Glynn, Delmar Holst. 

1952: Mary Lou Hull, Charles Storing. 

1951: Ramona Writer, Lee Krogh. 

1950: Joyce Haase, Gene Hunder. 

1949: Evelyn H. Thor, Neiel W. Wohlers 

1948: Robert Dreisbach, Dona Feldges. 

1947: Glenn Dwelle, Katherine Sprick. 

1946: Elizabeth Thor.  

 

First Winner: 1946 

Familiar Names at Patton Time 

In 1957, John Moechnig became the first of four bearing the same last name to 

be honored as a Patton Scholarship winner.  He would be followed by his sister,  

Marlene, in 1962, his son Douglas in 1983, and his niece, Sarah, daughter of his 

brother Paul, in 1997. 

The last name of Siewert has been in the Patton spotlight four times as well, be-

ginning with Kerwin in 1961;  Gwen, daughter of his cousin, Max, in 2005; Carley, 

daughter of his nephew, Todd,  in 2011; and grandson Justin, son of Kevin, in 2012. 

The Schumacher name has occurred three times, first with Bruce in 1970, then 

with son Cory in 1996, and two years later with Noah, Bruce’s nephew, and the son of 

Bruce’s brother, Terry. 

The Loppnow name is associated with three winners as well: Risa, the daughter 

of Richard and Joann,  in 1986, and two grandchildren of Richard and Joann,  Zachari-

ah in 2008 and Kathryn in 2010. 
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Frederick Beseler spoke about Ethel Meyer Finley’s 

remarkable wartime service in aviation on May 21 at an 

event sponsored by the Lake City Historical Society that 

was open to the public. The article below is adapted 

from his feature length piece that appeared in the May, 

2011, issue of Winona State University’s “Currents” 

alumni magazine.  Mr. Beseler resides in LaCrosse.  He 

is a private pilot and former member of the board of 

directors of the Wisconsin Aviation Hall of Fame.   

 
They flew more than 60 million miles in every kind of weath-

er, from “severe clear” to “zero-zero” conditions and in every 

type airplane in the United States Army Air Force’s inventory. 

They flew ‘em all, from 100-mph trainers to 400-plus-mph fight-

ers. They flew single-, twin- and four-engined transports and 

bombers.  And they flew the planes that the men didn’t want to 

fly—until the WASPs showed ‘em how.. 

Born in 1920, the year the 19th Amendment gave American 

women the right to vote, and in the same decade when Amelia 

Earhart and Charles Lindbergh soared from obscurity, it’s little 

wonder that Lake City’s Ethel Meyer Finley set her eyes and 

heart on the sky. 

“I can remember the day he [Lindbergh] made that famous 

trip,” Finley told an interviewer. “I was seven years old. It im-

pressed me. And I was intrigued by it.” 

Finley’s mother, who read to her constantly, pushed her to 

excel. From her earliest school days, Finley was at the top of her 

class, even when placed with students a year or so ahead. She 

was salutatorian at Lincoln High at her graduation in 1937 and 

chose Winona State from her many scholarship offers.  

It wasn’t long before she found her calling. She and fellow 

student Eddie Siebold discovered the Civilian Pilot Training Pro-

gram. Said Ethel, “We had often talked about airplanes and 

Winona was known to be one of the aviation centers of Minneso-

ta. Max Conrad was located here and he was one of the best-

known barnstorming pilots.” 

“Eddie said, ‘Guess what? We’re going to have flying in 

college.’”   

When she learned it would be free, that it would be limited 

to ten people, and they would take only one girl, “I was immedi-

ately down at the president’s office. I wasn’t going to mess 

around and see who was in charge!” 

With her mother’s permission, Conrad took Finley on as a 

flight student. Because she was attending classes, doing practice 

teaching, and working half days at the college, they flew in the 

early morning hours. Conrad would pick Finley up at the apart-

ment she shared with three other students.  

“We’d fly for a half hour or hour, whatever would fit in and 

then he’d get me back to school by eight o’clock.” 

By the winter of 1940 Ethel had earned her pilot’s license, 

finishing her training in a Piper Cub equipped with skis. After 

graduating in June, Finley started work in nearby Rushford,  

where she taught math, science, and physical education courses 

for $100 a month. On weekends she caught a ride back to 

Winona to continue with advanced flying lessons. Limited time 

 

 

 

 

 

and budget made flying difficult, so Finley resigned and went 

to Chicago for air traffic control training school. 

She wanted to be in the air, however, at the controls of a 

plane. She jumped at an offer from Conrad to operate an instru-

ment flight simulator at the Winona airport, providing training 

and checkout for Northwest Airlines pilots. 

Then came December 7, 1941, and the attack on Pearl Har-

bor. 

Famed aviator Jackie Cochrane had proposed training 

women to fly in non-combat roles, such as ferrying new aircraft 

to military bases, to free more male pilots for combat duty. As 

World War II progressed, her idea was accepted and she got 

the go-ahead to establish a training program for female pilots. 

In late 1942, Finley was one of 1,830 women accepted for 

training and one of just over a thousand who earned the right to 

wear the silver WASP wings. 

Training was at hot, dusty Avenger Field just outside 

Sweetwater, Texas. The WASPs received $150 a month, from 

which they paid their own room, board, and uniform and cloth-

ing expenses. 

Although the women already had many hours of flight ex-

perience, they were required to learn the military way. Before 

stepping up to fast, maneuverable fighter planes, the pilots had 

to master the AT-6 “Texan” advanced trainer. It’s still said to-

day that if you can fly an AT-6, you can fly anything. 

After leaving Avenger Field with her WASP wings, Finley 

reported to Ferrying Command at Love Field in Dallas. It was 

here that she and her classmates ran into obstacles.  

“Every once in a while you would get some jealous males 

who didn’t want to be instructors or check pilots, especially for 

women. When our group came in they failed us on our check 

ride even though we had just graduated from Sweetwater with 

no problems. We were just sitting around.” 

Finley’s classmate and lifelong friend, Marjorie Popell, 

phoned Cochrane and the WASPs were quickly back up in the 

air. Finley and Popell moved to air bases around the country—  

Alabama, South Carolina, Texas—testing and transporting 

planes, qualifying on new aircraft, learning aerobatics, training 

as instructors, and flying at every opportunity. 

 They Just Wanted to Fly! 
Lake City’s Ethel Meyer Finley and 

    the  Women Airforce Service Pilots 

(Continued on Page 7.) 

Ethel Meyer Finley in the cockpit of a 650-horsepower North 

American AT-6 advanced trainer with fellow WASP flight in-

structor Marge Popell. 
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They Just Wanted To Fly 
                                                        (Continued from Page 6.) 

Eventually, they made it back to Shaw Army Air Base in 

South Carolina to teach male pilots.  

Was there resistance at being instructed by a woman?  

“No, we were always very honest about it,” Finley ex-

plained. “I would start out the first day when I was given my 

students, by saying to them that this is the first time it has 

been tried in the military to have women instruct men. If you 

prefer not to be a part of this or to have me as the instructor, 

you may ask for a change. I never had a single one ask for a 

change.”  

The commanding officer in charge of training at Shaw 

complimented Finley and Popell as among his best instruc-

tors. 

By late 1944, the Allies were winning the war and the 

need for pilots lessened. The 

WASPs were unceremoniously dis-

banded. Some tried to fly with the 

airlines, but even with thousands of 

hours of experience, women were 

excluded from the cockpit. Most 

simply returned home; they even 

had to pay their own fare. None ev-

er flew military aircraft again. 

Finley remained at Shaw, land-

ing a civil service job operating 

instrument trainers, as she had done earlier in Winona with 

Conrad. She married James Finley, a U.S. Air Force major, in 

December, 1944. While he continued his career, Finley left 

aviation and raised their three children. 

By the 1970s the WASPs had been mostly forgotten and 

the “first” female American military pilots were accepted for 

training by the United States Air Force and shortly after that, 

by the U.S. Navy.  

But those WASP pioneers of women’s aviation had never 

been officially acknowledged. Thirty-eight died while in 

service. The worst insult was that WASPs were not allowed 

the honor of an American flag to be draped on their caskets. 

Only in recent years did they receive the right of burial at 

Arlington National Cemetery.  

While Finley was president of the national WASP organi-

zation from 1992 to 1994, the U.S. Congress finally granted 

the intrepid flyers veteran’s status. In 2009, three years after 

Finley passed away, Congress authorized creation of a Con-

gressional Gold Medal, recognizing the WASPs and their 

service. About 200 of the 300 surviving WASPs received the 

medal at the U.S. Capitol in March 2010, during Women’s 

History Month. 

Ethel Meyer Finley was inducted into the Minnesota 

Aviation Hall of Fame in 2007.  

Perhaps the greatest honor bestowed on Finley and the 

WASP came much earlier, when General Hap Arnold, chief 

of the United States Army Air Force, addressed the last grad-

uating WASP class in December, 1944. 

“You, and more than 900 of your sisters, have shown 

that you can fly wingtip to wingtip with your brothers. If ever 

there was a doubt in anyone’s mind that women can become 

skillful pilots, the WASPs have dispelled that doubt.” 

 

Fear Not the Water 

From Nuclear Plant 
“Water discharged from the proposed Prairie Island nuclear 

generating plant will have a lower level of radioactive concen-

tration than an equal amount of ordinary tap water, and there is 

no reason for anyone to be concerned.” 

R. D. Furber, Northern States Power vice president of infor-

mation, made that statement to community leaders from Red 

Wing and surrounding communities who had gathered by invita-

tion at Red Wing’s St. James Hotel for the slide-show presenta-

tion.  

He introduced his listeners to the technical term 

“picrocurie,”  one-trillionth of a curie, the standard unit of  radio-

activity. In a quart of liquid, he asserted, discharge from the ca-

nal would release 5 picrocuries, compared to 20 in tap water, 

130 in beer, 1200 in whiskey, 1400 in milk, and 4900 in salad oil.  

The historical record is silent on whether Furber’s statement 

led to greater beer consumption in the area following the plant’s 

going on-line in 1973. -–Adapted from a March 7, 1968, Graphic 

article.  

 

1919 Trouble Right 

Here in River City 
 

A practice which has been going on, more or less for 

months, is that of gambling in a small way by boys and young 

men on the streets and parks. This has been done by flipping 

coins, shooting crap, card playing, etc.  

And it must be stopped, authorities say.  

This week a complaint was filed and one young man brought 

before the court. He admitted he had been in the deal and paid a 

fine of $20 and costs.  

The police have a long list of names of others who have 

been in the habit of indulging in the practice and they will be 

brought to justice on the slightest provocation in the future. It is 

hoped the practice will be stopped, for it does not look right to 

strangers who come to the city and see these things going on in 

the streets and parks, especially on Sunday.—From a 1919 issue 

of the Graphic. 



The Terrace              (Continued from Page 1.) 
chlorophyll. Fifteen loud speakers were situated to provide that 

era’s version of “surround sound.” The kitchen had one of only 

two rotary broilers in the state that took the guess work out of 

precisely matching a finished steak to a diner’s specifications; 

famed Murray’s supper club in Minneapolis was the other. 

Huge walk-in freezers were equipped with ultra-violet lights to 

kill bacteria and properly age meat.   

⌂ A private dining room separate from the terraced area 

could accommodate another 100 people and was frequently 

reserved for parties and corporate functions. 

 

In response to our requests for personal memories of the 

Terrace, we received these comments: 

Katie Schmidt, Lake City 

 

The business was to include gambling, but the night before 

the grand opening Gov. Luther Youngdahl shut it down and 

the slot machines were put in the basement. So many good 

memories:  As you approached the entrance, the aroma of 

freshly prepared food and the sound of beautiful music envel-

oped one. It really put you in the mood for a great evening.  

There were those stunning color murals of river scenes by the 

Olson boy. Another wall featured photographs of visiting ce-

lebrities and prominent local people.  The food was excellent 

and its shrimp dishes drew patrons from far and wide.  

Patty McDonald, Saint Paul 

 

The Terrace was our go-to place after the prom in the 1950s.  I 

had my one and only dinner of frogs’ legs there one Saturday 

night. I lived in Lake City from 1934 to 1952, when I went off to 

school in Minneapolis. Home is where the heart is. My parents 

were Verner and Myrtle Wise. 

Cheryl Brunkow Vaughn, Las Cruces, NM   

 

What a special night it was: the annual Father-Daughter Ban-

quet. New dresses, flower corsages, Shirley Temple drinks, a 

delicious buffet meal, and of course, dancing. Through the 

eyes of a young girl, it was a slice of heaven, a night filled with 

life-long memories. Yes, it was a very special night at a very 

special location …. The Terrace Night Club! 

Bob Norberg, Lake City 

I don’t recall how much a beer cost at the Terrace, but it must 

have been quite a bump up from the 10-centers I would order 

at Lawrence Tiedeman’s 61 Bar down the road in 1958-59. I 

was 23 and had never experienced such elegant surroundings 

before, let alone access to a menu with exotic dishes that re-

quired explanation.  As an Iowa boy, I felt I had moved up in 

more ways than one. 

 

Information for this article was drawn from a feature story 

by Frank Joseph in the Today magazine of July, 2004, and 

from coverage in the Lake City Graphic.  

Yes, I Would Like to Join the LCHS 

 
Name _____________________________ 

Address____________________________ 

City _____________ ST_____  Zip ______ 

Email ______________________________ 

    Annual Membership: 

          $10  Per Individual, or 

          $25 Per Family 

I also want to support the Society’s Annual 

Fund. My contribution of $ __________ 

will be added to annual  membership(s). 

 

I have included in my payment gift mem-

berships for the following persons at the 

individual rate: 
 

Gift Membership For: 
 

   Name  _____________________________ 

 

   Address ___________________________ 

 

   City ______________ ST___ Zip _______ 

 

Gift Membership For: 
 

   Name  _____________________________ 

 

   Address ___________________________ 

 

   City ______________ ST___ Zip _______ 

 

My check for a total of  $ ____________ 

is enclosed and made payable to  

the Lake City Historical Society. 

 

Mail to: Lake City Historical Society 

                 POB 246 

                 Lake City, MN 55041 

 

 
The LCHS is a non-profit organization and contributions 

are deductible for tax purposes.  

■     Lake City Historical Society Newsletter, Lake City, MN     ■ 


